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‘‘to the extent appropriate.’’ Sections 
412 and 413 incorporate various provi-
sions of the Social Security Act into 
part B of the Act. To the extent appro-
priate, therefore, these provisions also 
apply to part C. In certain cases, the 
Department has varied the terms of the 
Social Security Act provisions to ac-
commodate the unique needs of the 
black lung benefits program. Parts of 
the Longshore and Harbor Workers’ 
Compensation Act are also incor-
porated into part C. Where the incor-
porated provisions of the two acts are 
inconsistent, the Department has exer-
cised its broad regulatory powers to 
choose the extent to which each incor-
poration is appropriate. Finally, Sec-
tion 422(g), contained in part C of the 
Act, incorporates 42 U.S.C. 403(b)–(l).

§ 725.2 Purpose and applicability of 
this part. 

(a) This part sets forth the proce-
dures to be followed and standards to 
be applied in filing, processing, adjudi-
cating, and paying claims filed under 
part C of title IV of the Act. 

(b) This part applies to all claims 
filed under part C of title IV of the Act 
on or after August 18, 1978 and shall 
also apply to claims that were pending 
on August 18, 1978. 

(c) The provisions of this part reflect 
revisions that became effective on 
Janaury 19, 2001. This part applies to 
all claims filed, and all benefits pay-
ments made, after January 19, 2001. 
With the exception of the following 
sections, this part shall also apply to 
the adjudication of claims that were 
pending on January 19, 2001: §§ 725.309, 
725.310, 725.351, 725.360, 725.367, 725.406, 
725.407, 725.408, 725.409, 725.410, 725.411, 
725.412, 725.414, 725.415, 725.416, 725.417, 
725.418, 725.421(b), 725.423, 725.454, 
725.456, 725.457, 725.458, 725.459, 725.465, 
725.491, 725.492, 725.493, 725.494, 725.495, 
725.547. The version of those sections 
set forth in 20 CFR, parts 500 to end, 
edition revised as of April 1, 1999, apply 
to the adjudications of claims that 
were pending on January 19, 2001. For 
purposes of construing the provisions 
of this section, a claim shall be consid-
ered pending on January 19, 2001 if it 
was not finally denied more than one 
year prior to that date.

§ 725.3 Contents of this part. 
(a) This subpart describes the statu-

tory provisions which relate to claims 
considered under this part, the purpose 
and scope of this part, definitions and 
usages of terms applicable to this part, 
and matters relating to the avail-
ability of information collected by the 
Department of Labor in connection 
with the processing of claims. 

(b) Subpart B contains criteria for 
determining who may be found entitled 
to benefits under this part and other 
provisions relating to the conditions 
and duration of eligibility of a par-
ticular individual. 

(c) Subpart C describes the proce-
dures to be followed and action to be 
taken in connection with the filing of a 
claim under this part. 

(d) Subpart D sets forth the duties 
and powers of the persons designated 
by the Secretary of Labor to adjudicate 
claims and provisions relating to the 
rights of parties and representatives of 
parties. 

(e) Subpart E contains the procedures 
for developing evidence and adjudi-
cating entitlement and liability issues 
by the district director. 

(f) Subpart F describes the proce-
dures to be followed if a hearing before 
the Office of Administrative Law 
Judges is required. 

(g) Subpart G contains provisions 
governing the identification of a coal 
mine operator which may be liable for 
the payment of a claim. 

(h) Subpart H contains provisions 
governing the payment of benefits with 
respect to an approved claim. 

(i) Subpart I describes the statutory 
mechanisms provided for the enforce-
ment of a coal mine operator’s liabil-
ity, sets forth the penalties which may 
be applied in the case of a defaulting 
coal mine operator, and describes the 
obligation of coal operators and their 
insurance carriers to file certain re-
ports. 

(j) Subpart J describes the right of 
certain beneficiaries to receive medical 
treatment benefits and vocational re-
habilitation under the Act.

§ 725.4 Applicability of other parts in 
this title. 

(a) Part 718. Part 718 of this sub-
chapter, which contains the criteria 
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